Staff-Student Committee Scenarios
Please familiarise yourself with one of the scenarios below that will be allocated to you/your group.  Consider how you would raise this issue as a student rep attending a Staff-Student Committee meeting.  If you think that there is information missing, you may be able to ad lib or make additional notes beyond what is provided in the scenario – be inventive, if necessary, but keep it realistic!

Scenario 1

Coursework dates

All second year modules have essays due two weeks before the end of the teaching period.  Several students have complained that the dates are not well spread and that they must complete three essays due at or around the same time.  Other students have asked if feedback will be provided before the start of the exam period, which is immediately after the end of the teaching period.  A few students have said they would like to know if they are ‘on the right track’ with the coursework before the exams.

Please use the space below for any notes you wish to make before presenting the information to the Staff-Student committee.
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Scenario 2

Feedback 

Essay marks have just been released for a third year module that is taught by online video lectures and classroom seminars.  The essays were marked by the lecturer, who is based at another campus and does not see the students face to face.  Grades are available, but no feedback has been given.  Some students have raised this in seminars - as this is a large module, there are six tutors and some have been giving feedback sessions in seminars, but others have not.  One student received a poor grade (38%) but the tutor felt this was an error and gave the student positive feedback about her essay, suggesting it should have been marked at around 60-65%.  Many students are upset in relation to the lack of feedback from the lecturer, and others are concerned that the tutor is taking up seminar time unnecessarily with ‘wrong’ feedback. 

Please use the space below for any notes you wish to make before presenting the information to the Staff-Student committee.
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Scenario 3

The Library

First year students are finding it hard to gain access to key texts in the library.  There is a volume missing from a law report series that contains a key case (R v Adamako) and the library only has 5 copies of the main text book recommended in the module handbook for 250 students.  There are rumours that one first year has bought the text book and is currently selling photocopies of relevant chapters for profit.  The textbook is rather large and costs around £95 from the student bookshop, which is currently well stocked with approximately 50 copies of this key text, and several copies of other similar titles by different authors or publishers.
Please use the space below for any notes you wish to make before presenting the information to the Staff-Student committee.
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Scenario 4

Materials not on the VLE

The lecturer in Tort has provided her students with copies of all the powerpoint slides used in lectures using the Learn4U virtual learning environment (VLE).  The lecturer in Legal Theory has used the VLE to put up reading lists and the module handbook, but has refused to make his lecture notes available.  Some powerpoint slides were used in his class, but generally the lecturer does not use slides or overheads.  In class he often refers to some authors, theories or latin phrases which aren’t written down on the whiteboard and some students aren’t sure what these theories are or what the phrases mean.  The current president of the student law society thought that there was a university or school policy in relation to what should be provided on Learn4U as he was a class rep last year and encountered similar issues in relation to this class. 
Please use the space below for any notes you wish to make before presenting the information to the Staff-Student committee.
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Scenario 5

Carparking

Students on the evening degree have concerns about being on the campus late in the evening, especially when it is getting dark.  Parking permits are available for disabled students on a limited basis (first come first served) for other students.  These students argue that they were unable to queue for a permit due to the Estates office issuing these during 9-5 working hours and that they are outnumbered by full-time day students.  One law student was hassled by a stranger who followed her off campus after an evening class last Tuesday.

Please use the space below for any notes you wish to make before presenting the information to the Staff-Student committee.
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Scenario 6
Class sizes

Due to an elective module being cancelled, some other electives have been oversubscribed leading to crowded lecture theatres with some students having to sit in the isles due to all seats at desks being taken in the first few weeks of teaching.  The students would like a larger lecture theatre so that they can concentrate on taking notes.  There is also a problem with the seminar groups – they have also been increased and although there are no issues in relation to seating, students feel that they are not getting the same level of individual tutor interactions.  Some students are apparently not well engaged with the module as it was not their first choice of elective, and are somewhat disruptive during the seminars.
Please use the space below for any notes you wish to make before presenting the information to the Staff-Student committee.
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Scenario 7
The level 3 student rep reported that the Moots had been a fantastic success.  There were many level  1 teams involved and a real buzz had generated around the competitions.  The rep also asked if the Moot could be structured and run as a credit bearing module since a lot of effort had been put into the event.  The Programme Leader has discussed the practical problems of offering this as a credit bearing module, such as where to fit it into existing programme structure.  It would also require ‘academification’.  There already exists a Legal Skills module at level 3.  There was also the issue of numbers and what maximum and minimum numbers would be required to make it viable.  

Please use the space below for any notes you wish to make before presenting the information to the Staff-Student committee.

